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veil of neutrality, trade is carried on, supported by fraud and perjury i "for these pre- 
tended neutrals have false colours, and false custom-house papers, which latter ar» pro- 
cured by fatse affidavits. The entire system is debasing in the eirretne, ahke injurious 
to private morals, and a sense of national honour. 

Distillation from grain is now prohibited, both in Great Britain and Ireland. The 
Irish distitlers are justly disappointed in their shameful attempt to Induce, by large 
offers, government to permit them to go on for three months. To their infinite dfe* 
grace, the distillers manifested, th.it all feelings of humanity, in a total disregard ro the 
sufferings of the poor, from the high prices of provisions, were absorbed in a sordid 
attention to their Own interests. 

The poor are ' already greatly distressed by the high prices of all the necessaries of 
life. Accounts- from Scotland represent the harvest in rhe STortherli parts as in a most 
deplorable state. Among the Occurrences is placed aii account of the distress, and 
some consequent riots at Aberdeen, extracted from the Morning Chronicle, which has 
not yet found itswsiy into Our Irish pipers. Distress also is-very great in Dublin, from 
the failure of an eminent house in the military clothing line, and other failures in conse- 
quence among the clothiers, by which many looms in that part of the city called the 
Liberty, 1 'ire thrown idle, and the distresses of that all always wretched portion of the 
population ef DuMin is greatly increased. 

The stat£ of our depreciated paper-currency does not improve. Its relative value to 
bullion remains with little variation from the prices stated tn last month's report. The 
exchange with foreign countries is another test of. its depreciation. BitU drawn in the 
Peninsula are at a discount of SO per cent., making a loss of so much to government for 
all the bills drawn by their commissaries, thus enhancing the prodigious expenditure of 
the campaign. 

The hardihoofi of ministers, and the obsequiousness of Parliamentary majorities, 
have been lately glaringly exhibited on the question of the depreciation of our crrculat- 
iri" medium. The bill passed last session to prevent the sale of guineas, and now 
Just re-ehaeted * is in direct opposition to one of the resolutions moved 
by the present Chancellor of the Exchequer, Vansittart, prior to his being in that sta- 
tion, in Opp<tottioiH to the report Of the Bullion Committee, « that a one pound Bank 
of England ndte and one shilling, are in public estimation equal to a guinea." While 
the bill was in' progress this' session, which so completely contradicts This assertion, 
by rendering the acquiescence, declared by the resolution voluntary; to be compulsive, 
Samuel Whirbread, to prove how far effrontery would carry the minuter and his ad- 
herents, moved to expunge the resolution. Without any debate, or assigning any- 
proof, the house immediately proceeded to re-resolve their former resolution, and thus 
the vote of the house, and their own bill, stand completely at variance. It thecme- 
pourid note and the Shilling represented a guinea in public estimation, there would be 
no need for an Act of Parliament to render the acceptance compulsory. 

' Exchange on London has generally, through this month, been ia Belfast at Sj-per 
cent'' " 

CELESTIAL PHENOMENA. 

roR JanOary, 1813. 

On the Sd, is new moon, at 57 minutes past 4 in the afternoon. 

'On the 16th, is full Moon, at 40 minutes past 5 in the afternoon. 

,oV the ist of February the sun will be eclipsed, partly visible hi Belfast ; the st»n 
rims' eclipsed 7 ^botat the time of the greatest obscuration ; die eclipse euds at 49 minutes 
past 1 8 'ij'ttye'mbniing, 

MWc;urV rises on trie 1st, at « minutes past 7, a.m. 

yeffus rise's on the tifi at 5$ minutes past 5, a.m. Mars, at S minutes: past 9, a^m. 
Jupiter!, at '$ rnfniiteV fjast 6', p.m. Saturn, at 43 minutes past 8, AIM: Georgian, a* 
8.miniit«s past S, A.M. 

On ikc'C&Heit Huhich abpeurii in 181! ; iy ike CKevtMar Seh fire,, ferfitnA 'Secretary totk 

hnpcrinl ImtUvts* 

In the year 181 1, two comets were discovered in the sooth Of France: The first 
Was discovered at Viviersj on the 20th OT March, 1811, by M; Raugergues, cor- 
respondent of the Imperial Institute.' It then gave only a very feeble* light, and 
Was without any apparent tail or nucleus. On the 19th of April, M. Borcfchardt 
could* see it with the finder of his tefescope ; but fh^-sejiscope itself mad* it indistinct, 
because it magnified it too greatly. Curious people ran in crouds to the Imperial Ob- 
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servatory, to .see, through the largest telescopes, a comet which they could have seen 
more distinctly with the smallest opera-glass. M. Burckhatdt calculated its orbit ; a 
labour which was very difficult, from the smaluiess of the arc,\ and the inaccuracy of 
the observations. Nevertheless, his attempt was sufficient to prove, that the comet 
would soon disappear, because it would be lost in the rap of the sun ; that is to say, it 
was about to rise and set nearly at the same time as the great luminary. M. Burckhardt 
also announced, that this comet would re-appear towards the middle of August ; that 
it would' then.be at nearly the same distance from the. earth, but twice as near to the 
sun; and that thus its light would be quadrupled : that on the 13th of August, it 
would" rise- an hour arid a half before the sun j that on the 15th of September, the time 
ofits perihelion, it would be so near the pole as not to set ; that from this time it would 
increase in size and brilliancy for a month, because it would be approaching towards 
the earth ; that it would then be on the wane, but might be seen with small glasses, till 
January, or perhaps later ; and lastly, that the distance from the comet to the earth 
would be always considerably greater than thai from the earth to the sun. These 
predictions, which have been confirmed by the event, created no sensation at the time, 
because they came too soon. Astronomers, however, after having specified so long 
beforehand whatever they thought would interest the public, continued to observe the 
comet in silence, and to compare their observations, in order to rectify the trivial, 
though inevitable, errors which always appear in the first sketch of an orbit." M. de 
Flaugergues, who first saw the comet, noted down all his observations; after having 
determined the elements of the orbit, he thought he saw some resemblance between 
them and those of a comet which was seen in China, about SlO.years ago. M. de 
Flaugergues, however, by searching into the records of antiquity, found . that there 
had been several -comets, all of whose appearances were different, in the course of 510 
years. Messrs. Bouvard, Gauss, and Lindenau, who also determined the orbit of the 
grand comet of 1811, thought, oa the contrary, that its period-could net be less than 
fram 1000 to 1500 years, and that it might even be much longer. This comet, how* 
ever, which has made so much .noise, had nothing to render it more interesting than 
any other. After having ascertained the course which it would take, the astronomers 
could do no more than repeat the proceedings which are printed in every treatise on 
astronomy. Bat this was not what interested the great mass of the public. They 
seemed to want dissertations on the physical constitution of the comet ; on the nature 
and cause of the long tail, that appeared like a veil over a lady's face, symmetrically 
disposed on each side, in two opposite curves, at first at a tolerable distance, but which 
afterwards came together, aud finally incorporated. On this subject astronomers are 
certainly no better informed at present than they were in the last century. Some 
writers have told us how many miles the comet travelled in a certain time. Vain in- 
quiry, which an astronomer may sdmetimes make, out 6f complaisance, but to which 
he-does not attach the smallest importance. The comet, at the time of its greatest 
motion, did not equal that of Venus, stilt less that of Mercury. We can see Venus 
almost always : she approaches much nearer to the earth than the comet has ever done ; 
but nobody has thought of asking how- many miles Venus travels daily, and nobody 
has been induced to fear "that she would fall to the earth. It must, however, be ad- 
mitted, to the glory of the present age, that the apprehensions of the mass of the 
people, respecting comets, are greatly diminished ; at which circumstance superstition* 
mij»ds are not a little displeased ! The second comet was discovered at Marseilles, on 
the 16th of November, by M. Pons, who had already found out seven or eight others. 
Its right ascension was about ten minutes per day, opposite to the order of the signs, 
and its declination towards the north pole, thirty three minutes. It was then very 
weak, and could scarcely be seen at Paris ; while the bad weather obstructed the efforts 
of the astronomers, and, they found much, difficulty in making a few doubtful observa- 
tions. Nevertheless, M. Burckhardt calculated it* orbit, though he only considered it , 
as a shapeless outline ; but it was found to be nearly the same as that which M. Gauss 
had ascertained by other observations, made, perhaps, under rather more favourable 
circumstances, on account of the more southern latitude of his residence. The comet, 
however, passed its perihelion soon afterwards, and shortly disappeared. Its least dis- 
tance from the sun was 8' of the distance of the earth from the sun. Notwithstanding 
th{s distance, which accounts for its feeble light, and the slowness of its motion, if the 
weather had been finer, it would have been better seen than the beautiful comet which 
preceded it y becauscits nucleus was more apparent, and more perfect. We know, on 
the whole, that it did not resemble any of the numerous comets whose orbits have been 
defined 



